The British Labour government's reform of the National Health Service.
The recent general election in Britain saw healthcare as the dominant issue amongst voters. The victorious Labour Party responded to this concern with a set of reforms designed to introduce greater private-sector involvement in the delivery of healthcare. These reforms are ill-thought-out. The standard of care in British private hospitals is below that found in public hospitals, whilst new contracting arrangements are likely to increase the administration costs within the system. Faith in private-sector management techniques is misplaced at a time when the real problem facing the NHS is that of capacity. The Labour Party is also committed to redefining some aspects of healthcare as a personal responsibility and not a right, moving Britain towards a more market-based healthcare system.